


P r o g r a m m eSince the sixties, small interactive meetings 

featuring leading international researchers in the 

� eld of obstructive airway diseases have been 

held in Groningen under the unassuming title of 

“Bronchitis”. Bronchitis 8 will be held in June 2009, 

and promises to be as exciting and cutting edge as 

in previous years. Sessions will focus on structural, 

immunological, epidemiological, environmental, 

and genetic aspects of obstructive lung diseases. 

There will also be sessions on paediatric asthma 

and prevention. These topics will be presented 

and discussed by researchers in these areas, and 

there will be an emphasis on discussion and inter-

action between all participants. In the past, this 

format has led to stimulating and inspiring discus-

sions, often generating new insights and hypothe-

ses. During the social programme, participants will 

have the opportunity to interact with each other 

in surroundings conducive to thought and enjoy-

ment. Young researchers will have an opportunity 

to present new data and interact with experts in 

the � eld. We are con� dant that this meeting will 

be both fruitful and enjoyable, and sincerely look 

forward to seeing you in Groningen.

Bronchitis 8 
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Afternoon session
Paediatric vs. adult asthma 
Chairs: Gerard Koppelman (NL) and 
Philippe Boulet (CDN)

14.00 Fernando Martinez (USA)
 Origins of adult asthma in 
 childhood

14.30 Andrew Bush (GB)
 Phenotypic differences 
 between paediatric and 
 adult asthma

15.00 Paul O’Byrne  (CDN)
 Differences in treatment of 
 adults and children with 
 asthma

15.30 Dirkje Postma (NL)
 Gender differences in 
 paediatric and adult asthma

16.00  Leo Fabbri (I)
 Summing up

16.30  Anthony Dubois (NL)
 Closing

Monday, June 15, 2009

09.00 Registration and coffee

09.25 Anthony Dubois (NL)   
 Opening 
 
Morning session
Systemic aspects of 
in� ammation
Chairs: Klaus Rabe (NL) and 
Jeffrey Drazen (USA)

09.30 Emiel Wouters (NL)
 Systemic and local 
 in� ammation in asthma 
 and COPD- is there a 
 connection?

10.00 Helgo Magnussen (G)  
 Co-morbidity in asthma 
 and COPD: relation with 
 systemic in� ammation 

10.30 Break and poster viewing 

11.30 Gert Jan Braunstahl (NL) 
 The united airways concept: 
 what does it teach us about 
 systemic in� ammation in 
 airway diseases?

12.00 Short communications 

13.00 Lunch and poster viewing 
 Moderator: Guy Brusselle (B)

Afternoon session
Effects of lifestyle on 
life course 
Chairs: Leo Fabbri (I) and 
Erwin Gelfand (USA)

14.00 Stephen Holgate (GB)
 Stress and injury  
 - origins in childhood or 
   adult disease 

14.30 Machteld Hylkema (NL)
 Intra uterine effects of 
 maternal smoking

15.00 Break and poster viewing 

16.00 Nick ten Hacken (NL)  
 Physical inactivity and 
 obesity: relation to asthma 
 and COPD

16.30 Bert Brunekreef (NL)
 Urban lifestyle and 
 pollution: effects on 
 obstructive lung diseases 

17.00 Short communications 

18.00 Buffet

Tuesday, June 16, 2009

Morning session
Remodelling in the lung: 
causes and consequences 
Chairs: Wim Timens (NL) and 
Tony Bai (CDN)

08.30 James Hogg (CDN)
 What drives remodelling in 
 the lung? 

09.00 Stuart Hirst (GB)
 Measurement and impact 
 of remodelling in the lung

09.30 Donna Davies (GB)
 Role of epithelium in airway 
 remodelling in the lung

10.00 Break and poster viewing

11.00 Reinoud Gosens (NL)
 Pathophysiology of
  remodelling in the lung

11.30  Peter Barnes (GB)
 Targeting the epigenome in 
 the treatment of asthma 
 and COPD

12.00 Short communications

12.30 Closing
 Lunch

13.00 Social programme
 (dinner included)

Wednesday, June 17, 2009
 
Morning session
Primary prevention and gene 
by environment interactions in 
obstructive airway diseases
Chairs: Onno van Schayck (NL) and 
Deborah Meyers (USA)

08.30 Erika von Mutius (G)
 Primary prevention of 
 asthma and allergy

09.00 Avrum Spira (USA)
 How smoking affects gene 
 expression and airway disease

09.30     Marike Boezen (NL)
 Genome wide association 
 studies: what do they teach 
 us about asthma and COPD?

10.00  Break and poster viewing
 
11.00     Eugene Bleecker (USA)
 The consequences of gene 
 by environment interac-
 tions on the primary 
 prevention of asthma, 
 allergy and COPD

11.30 Thys van der Molen (NL)
 Primary prevention of 
 COPD in family practice

12.00  Short communications
 
13.00 Lunch and poster viewing 
 Moderator: Guy Brusselle (B)

The symposium is being realised by unrestricted 
grants of the sponsors AstraZeneca, Boehringer 
Ingelheim, Chiesi, GlaxoSmithKline and Nycomed.
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